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_ Here is another, less mysterious photograph of the mystery objects shown in the September 
_ Whirrakee. It shows yet another pest on eucalypts. These galls were found on a Red Box leaf at 
- Salomon’s Gully Flora Reserve in July this year. The whole leaf was covered as densely as this 
photographs shows. They looked extremely attractive being bright red and yellow in colour. 
. Nobody won the prize, not even me, so I still don’t know what the animal is called that causes 

these galls. ate : 
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TRAVEL AND ECOLOGY 

Author: Bill Holsworth, 

From the Presidents Address, Annual General 
Meeting, 11 Sept. 1996. 


During the past year Carol and I travelled 
overseas twice. The first trip was a "Silk 
Route" tour from Beijing to Moscow by train 
and the second trip was to Italy, Turkey and 
England. We started each trip as a sightseeing 
adventure intending to enjoy the travel, the 
food, the people and the scenery - that is, the 
typical tourist trip, but on the way we also saw 
some environmental disasters. 

At the Annual General Meeting I showed a 
series of slides of some of the things we saw. I 
then returned to the same areas with slides 
illustrating environmental problems, land 
degradation, and ecological principles. The 
following comments relate mainly to the last 
portion of my address. 


China 

The Government of China knows that it is 
essential to reduce the population. At present 
there are about 1.2 billion Chinese, and a 
quarter of them are 20 to 30 years old. Even 
with the present ONE CHILD policy the 
growth rate of China's population will continue 
to exceed 1% for another decade. 

China has increased agricultural production in 
the past 40 years but at a tremendous cost to 
environmental quality. The demand for 
irrigation water has resulted in a 37m drop in 
the water table in the Beijing area. The Yellow 
River in 1995 was dry for about one-fifth of its 
total length because most of the flow was 


diverted for irrigation. 
Northern China was mostly deforested by 1225 


_ (by the time of Ghengis Khan). Over much of 


China the remaining trees were removed 
following Mao’s idea of local iron production- 
"a million backyard smelters". They produced 
pig-iron that was mostly useless. This was 
followed by the "grain-first" policy in the 
attempt to feed the people but it resulted in 
starvation in areas unsuitable for grain farming. 
Heavy demand for domestic fuel supply 
continues to destroy forests. 

Mao's campaign to combat pests was 
ecologically unsound - the "Four Evils" - 
sparrows, rats, flies and bugs - were to be 
exterminated but the methods were non- 
selective. In 3 days 800,000 birds were killed 
in Beijing alone. Vegetation was cleared to 
remove insect breeding sites. China has more 
vertebrate species than any other country; 450 
mammals, 1200 birds, 2,000 fish. Eight of the 
worlds 14 species of crane nest in China - the 
red crowned crane is a symbol of long life - but 
only 1,400 remain in the northern marshes. In 
our travels through the cities and countryside 
we seldom saw more than ten birds 


(individuals, not species) each day. 


Central Asian Republics 

In the Central Asian Republics of Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan we passed endless cotton fields 
and crossed over the Syr Darya River, one of 
Russia's major rivers, but it was dry because 
all the water is being used for irrigating the 
cotton crop. Normally it flows into the Aral Sea 
- which was the 4th largest lake in the world 
(about 300 km by 400 km) and supported a . 
major fishery. The Aral Sea has become a few 


small saline lakes. All commercial fishing 
ceased in 1982. Winds blow over the three 
million hectares of dry lake bed and carry salt- 
laden soil over the region and degrade the 
surrounding countryside. Salt from the lake 
plus the salinization produced by poor 
irrigation practices have changed fertile soils 
into unproductive waterlogged saline soils. 
Australians should learn from this that the 
waters of Murray-Murrumbidgee cannot be 
harvested with impunity; the Macquarie 
marshes must have water. Recent. demands by 
farmers for the right to use Cooper Creek 
water, and dam the Fitzroy in northern WA 
should not be considered. 


Turkey 

In our travels through Turkey we learned to 
understand why Archaeologists dig. It is 
because ancient civilisations are buried under 
the eroded soil caused by poor land 
management. 

About 10,000 to 7,000 years ago agriculture 
and animal husbandry started in the areas we 
now know as Greece, Turkey, Syria, Iraq and 
Iran. When agriculture started forests covered 
the hills and kept the soil in place. Farming 
began by clearing the forest, but erosion carried 
the soil down the hills and deposited it in the 


valleys. Pollen cores from swamps and valley 


bottoms tell us that, by 400 BC, most of the 
hillsides were bare of trees, and only a thin 
cover of scrub oak, pine and heather remained. 
As the hillsides became more eroded 


agricultural activities moved into the valleys, » 


and these valley civilisations were in turn 
covered by the eroded alluvium. Today the 
hilltops and slopes are bare rocky ground with 


only a few low bushes. 


Conclusions 

The buildings and social structure we have 
today will decay and change just as the ancient 
civilisations have all but disappeared. They 
have not disappeared without a trace, but have 
left a legacy of environmental destruction. They 
have also left a legacy of attitudes. For 
example; the Greeks gave us the basis of 
democracy, the medical centre in the Roman 
City of Ephesus in Turkey set the grounding 
for our modern attitude to health and medical 
practice, and St Francis of Assisi gave us to 
understand a better way to appreciated animals. 


We must remain aware of these lessons from 
history. Although our buildings will not 
survive, our attitudes might endure. We must 
manage the environment so that future 
generation will have the opportunities and 
resources we enjoy. Ecologically sustainable 
development is essential. It is up to us, as the 
ancestors of future citizens, to make sure that 
we leave this earth in a good condition for 
those who follow. 

It is not enough just to "live green". We must 
also understand how nature works and 
convince others, including governments and 
industry, that only ecologically sustainable 
activities are acceptable. And finally, we must 


pass on to future generations a legacy of 


environmental understanding. . 


Jacky Lizards 


Author: Fred Watts 


Here at our home in the mallee at the edge of 
Inglewood we consider ourselves fortunate in 
the warmer weather to have a few Jacky 
Lizards, Amphibolurus muricatus in different 
stages of growth running free in the garden and 
some have become unafraid as we move about, 
and we have almost trodden on a stationary 
lizard at times. During the hot weather when 
watering outside, one has leapt on to a leg to 
catch a March or biting fly that is eagerly 
consumed. 

Over the years we had frequently seen Jacky 
Lizards excavating shallow diggings (but not 
holes in various places) and we knew eggs had 
been laid nearby as hatchlings had occasionally 
been observed. 


Figure 1 (below) 
Female Jacky Lizard, Amphibolurus muricatus 
at hole 


Last year ‘95 from October 15 until December 
20 five holes were excavated at intervals in a 
small area within two metres of the edge of our 
north verandah. Two were in the hard ground 
just below the edge of a built up flower bed and 
the other three a few centimetres away in the 
bed where surely the digging was easier. I had 
a good opportunity to photograph the almost 
non-stop action of one female lizard on 
December 20 when a hole was dug in short 
time with the eggs laid and covered over 
(Figure 1 - 3). 


With these five holes it eventually proved 


difficult to discover the incubation period of the 
eggs as the few hatchlings observed did not 
seem to have emerged from a covered hole; 
however the last hatchlings were observed on 
March 20 this year (Figure 4) and these may 
have hatched from the eggs laid on December 
20, a period of 90 days. 


Figure 2 (right, top) 
Female Jacky Lizard laying eggs 


Figure 3 (right, middle) 
Female Jacky Lizard after eggs 
were laid ; 


Figure 4 (right, bottom) 
Newly emerged Jacky Lizard. 
Stone 9cm (3 3/4 inches) wide. 


Geology, landscape and vegetation of 
the Bendigo area 


Talk to be given at the November 13 
meeting by Eric Wilkinson 


About the topic: 


Have you ever wondered about the relationship 
between geology, landscape and vegetation in 
our area? Or maybe you already know 
something about it but would like to learn 
more? The November talk and excursion on 
the following Sunday will be an opportunity to 
do just that. 

The Bendigo region is an area of fairly subdued 
landscape, relatively old in geological terms, 
with many of its geological secrets hidden by a 
mantle of deep weathering. Geological 
mapping in such an area requies the building up 
of a picture from subtle evidence, and this 
includes vegetation. During many years of 
geological mapping in the Bendigo region, Eric 
gained an extensive knowledge of the geology 
and landforms of the area. He also built up 
quite a detailed knowledge of the relationships 
between plant communities and geology in the 
region, and was able at times to use some of 
that knowledge to solve mapping problems. 
Examples will be given in the talk and seen on 
the excursion. 

One example which many of you will already 
be familiar with is that while Ironbarks grow 
naturally on Ordovician sedimentary soils, and 
Blakeleys Red Gum grows naturally on granite 
soils, the reverse is never true. Other trees, 


and many of the smaller shrubs and herbs can 


be equally specific, and can be used as a 
reliable mapping guide in areas of poor 
outcrop. In the Shelbourne forest, for 
example, Daphne Heath proved to be a very 
reliable pointer to the boundary between 
Ordovician rock areas, where it grows in dense 
stands on the spurs, and the fan of detrital 
sediments around the foot of the hills, where it 
is sparse or absent. 

Geology also has a fundamental role to play in 
understanding landscape. For example, almost 
all the higher hills in our area are either formed 
of granite or the metamorphic rocks caused by 
those same granites, whereas the Ordovician 
sedimentary rocks of the goldfields form a 
gentler terrain. The Bendigo region also has 
evidence of many other geological events 
which have helped to shape the landscape as 
we see it today. Our bedrock of Ordovician 
sedimentary rock was laid down in an ancient 
sea, and those sediments have been uplifted 
and folded by mountain building activity. 
Granite was intruded into the rocks during this 
mountain building process. The mountains so 
formed have been subjected to erosions and 
later earth movements. There have been ice 
ages, with ice caps and huge glaciers; active 
volcanoes and lava flows; times of wet climates 
with wild and furious rivers; times of great 
aridity, and times when the land has been 
invadedby the sea. The invasion of the Murray 
Basin by the Tertiary sea, which formed the 
Murray Gulf, brought the sea as close to 
Bendigo as Huntly and Epsom! 


The talk will be illustrated by slides and there 
will also be a display of the main rock types of 
the region, and relevant geological maps. The 


excursion on the following Sunday (November 
17) wil start in and around Bendigo, and then 
take a route including Big Hill, Ravenswood, 
Maldon, Newstead, Yandoit and Mt Franklin, 
returning to Bendigo via Guildford, 
Castlemaine, Mt Alexander and Sedgwick. 
This excursion will be run by bus, so Eric can 
provide a commentary as we travel. It would 
be impossible to convey anything like as much 
information effectively to people in a car 
convoy, and many points of interest can be 


made from the bus while travelling. 
About the speaker: 


Although Eric Wilkinson may not be well 
known to our newer members, he has been a 
member of the club since coming to Bendigo 
from Melbourne in 1969, was an active 
committee member for several years, including 
two years as President of the club, and was the 
founding editor of Whirrakee for its first seven 
years. Although unable to take such an active 
part in club affairs in recent years, he still takes 
an interest in club affairs and attends meetings 


when able to. 


Bird Observations 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Eric is now an independent consultant 
geologist, but from July 1969 to October 1991 
he was the District Geologist in charge of the 
Geological Survey Office at Bendigo. 
Geological mapping projects he carried out 
while in that position included the western half 
of the Bendigo 1:250,000 map area and the 
eastern half of the St Arnaud 1:250,000 map 
area and the detailed mapping of the Bendigo 
1:100,000 map-sheet area. For the latter 
project especially, he was making the first 
detailed geological maps ever for quite a large 
part of the area, and extensively revised older 
This 
mapping was done on 1:25,000 scale field 


mapping for much of the remainder. 


sheets, and as a result, Eric gained a very 
extensive and intimate knowledge of the 
geology of the region. The map and report 
were published last year, co-authored with Don 
Cherry, who helped to complete the final stages 
of the project. 


White-browed Babbler (7, incl. 3 juveniles), Strathfieldsaye, 28/8/96 


Boobook Ow! (1), Strathfieldsaye, 2/9/96 


Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (2, nesting), Strathfieldsaye, 28/8/96 
Musk Lorikeet (4, 2 nesting pairs), Strathfieldsaye, 28/8/96 
Black Swan (7, 2 adults and 5 young), Kennington Reservoir, 29/8/96 


Tawny Frogmouth (1), Kangaroo Gully, 15/8/96 
Magpie (2, a nesting pair), West Bendigo, 6/9/96 
Horsfield’s Bronze Cuckoo (1), West Bendigo 6/9/96 


‘Platypus at Axedale 
Author: Rosemary Glaisher 


Late on Sunday morning we were out for a 
family walk along the banks of the Campaspe 
on the edge of the residential part of Axedale. 
Our way was blocked by the creek which 
meanders through the golf course and flows 
into the river creating a slight backwater. While 
we pondered this setback and I was trying to 
focus my binoculars on some rather skittish 
and very noisy little brown birds amongst the 
reeds (Clamorous Reed Warblers I think), my 
eye was caught by a brown shape swimming 


on the surface of the backwater perhaps 5 or 6 © 


metres away. It took several seconds to realise 
it was a platypus as, although it looked like 
absolutely nothing else, the idea seemed so 
unlikely! It soon dived from sight in the murky 
water but almost immediately reappeared, its 
curved back smoothly breaking the surface for 
a moment before sliding away again. This 
happened two or three more times before the 
platypus swam up and lay spread-eagled on the 
water for many seconds - long enough for even 
the children to get a good look at it. Only when 
it had gone and seemed to have no intention of 
returning for the time being did we move off 
feeling greatly privileged by our chance 
meeting. 

The platypus's behaviour is probably 
explained by this reference from F. N. 
Carrick's article in The Australian Museum 
Complete Book of Mammals: "Food collected 
from the bottom is stored in large cheek- 
pouches until the animal comes to the surface. 
It then rests, with its four legs extended, while 


the food is broken up (indeed "chewed") 
between the tongue and an elaborate 
arrangement of horny grinding plates and 
shearing ridges on the upper and lower jaws." 
He adds, interestingly, that the infant platypus 
has milk teeth but that they are not replaced 


when shed. 


A Visit to Crosbie Forest 
Author: Tom Patullo 


Crosbie Forest, an area which has been largely 
neglected by our club members over the last 
few years is well deserving of this somewhat 
belated visit. 

Many of us have well remembered visits to the 
forest which is in close proximity to Mt Ida. 

On Sunday the 19th of October, and excursion 
is planned to visit the above area. We are 
leaving the club rooms at the slightly earlier 
time of 1pm. ; 


The area we will visit will be prospected during 


the week preceding the excursion and an idea 


of what there is to see will be given out at the 
meeting on October 9. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some _ by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the Club 
librarian at our meetings. 


PARK WATCH(VNPA) 
September 1996 No. 186 


‘Mining in Unprotected Areas’ by Jenny 
Barnett examines the issue of mining in areas 
outside National, State and Wilderness Parks. 
Environmental assesment and adequate 
controls for mining and exploration are 
needed to protect our biodiversity. The VNPA 
is very concerned about recent changes to 
mining regulations and stresses the need for a 
return to balanced planning controls. 


‘Bushwalking and Activities: Desert Islands 
of Bass Strait' by Euan Moore describes a 
nine-day wilderness walk on Cape Barren 
Island in Bass Strait, as well as trips to Hunter 
and Three Hummock Islands off the north- 
western tip of Tasmania. 


‘The Serengeti or Sussex: What is Your 
Vision for Victoria's Plains?’ by James Ross 
points out that the apparently "ordinary" 
nature of our native grassy ecosystems fails to 
inspire concern for their conservation. The 
small scattered remanants of Victoria's once 
extensive grasslands have been "saved" by 
accident rather than by design. The Terrick- 
Terrick Grassland, a splendid example on the 
northern plains, is one of the three areas so far 
acquired for reservation. 


‘Neither Far Out Nor Deep: A View of 
Victoria's Marine Environment’ by Darryl 
Luscombe outlines the VNPA vision for our 
marine environment - "that the same level of 
protection afforded native plants and animals 
in National Parks on the land should be 
applied to the diverse habitats of the ocean". 
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THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
September 1996 No. 767 


“An ABEF? I'd like to see that' by Zoe 
Wilson reports on the development of the 
Australian Bird Environment Foundation 
(ABEF) since it was set up by BOCA. 
Descriptions are given of some of the habitat 
conservation projects chosen for funding. 


‘A Bit of a Challenge’ by Nicky Rose 
describes her first experience as a team 
member during the Challenge Bird Count 
1995. Organised by BOCA each year in early 
December the count records birds (number 
and species) seen on one day. 
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Also received recently: 


*Out Of the Box (DNRE) 

September 1996 
- The Noisy Miner, bird diversity and 
eucalypt dieback. 
-Powerful Owls in the Box-Ironbark region. 
-The forgotten fauna of Box-Ironbark 
ecosystems. 


*Castlemaine Naturalist (CFNC) 
September 1996 
*Sun-Nat(Sunraysia FNC) 
August 1996 
*News Sheet(Ballarat FNC) 
September 1996 
*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 
September 1996 
*Greenhouse News 
(Environment Victoria) 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the MAMMAL 
SURVEY GROUP 
Author: W.N. Holsworth, Secretary 


During the year, since August 1995, the 


Mammal Survey Group have continued with 
most of their traditional activities and have 
initiated several new projects. Ten meetings 
were held [No meetings were held in Dec. or 
January]. Nest boxes in Spring Gully 
Reservoir were checked in Oct. 95, Nov 95, 
Dec. 95, Jan. 95, April 96, May 96, and June 
96. Elsewhere boxes were checked in July and 
August 96. During the year no general 
trapping or spotlight trips were organised but 
several members conducted small surveys and 
reported the results to the club record files. A 
graduate student from the University of 
Melbourne is using boxes we installed for her 
research, 


A major accomplishment for the year was the 
completion of the Nestbox Database funded by 
Dept Natural Resources and Environment (Vic) 
and contracted to John Lindner. The database 
has information on 615 nest boxes in about 60 
sites. A student from Deakin University, 
Rusden is considering a project that would 
increase the information available on the nest 
boxes. 


The major topics of discussion at meetings 
were: 
Sept. 95 - Rob Watkins and Kerrie Norris 
reported on the Pet Program 
and cats. 

Drought refuges within the 
Box-Ironbark ecosystem - 
Stage 2 

Nest box database compiled by 
John Lindner and others _ 


Oct. 95 - 


Nov. 95 - 


Feb. 96 - Flora and fauna reserves in the 
Bendigo area - need for 
extension to Pilchers Bridge FF 

reserve. 

Mar. 96 - Bat trapping at Lake Weeroona 

Apr. 96 - Cats and responsible pet 
Ownership, and _ City 
registration and enforcement. 

May 96 - New gun laws 

June 96 - Relocation of nest boxes in the 
Whipstick and other areas 

July 96 - Recent advances on Bat 
research. Report on Naracoorte 
Bat Conference. 

Aug 96 - Recent advances on mammal 


research. Report on A. 


Mammal Soc. Conference. 


Mist net trapping of bats (Goulds wattled bat) 
at Lake Weeroona was conducted again this 
year in. March. The picnic pavilion was 
surrounded by mist nets while the Mammal 
Group and many other members of the Club 
had a barbecue. Just after sunset the bats left 
the roost in the ridge of the picnic shelter and 
flew into the nets. Only 12 bats were caught 
and 9 of them carried bands attached in 
previous years. The species is well known to 
use several roosts and it appears we chose a 
night when many of the bats were elsewhere. 
Trapping will probably be done in Feb. 1997 to 
determine if earlier trapping is more successful 
in capturing juvenile bats. 
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the Bendigo Field 


Naturalists Garden Development Group 


News’ from 


Author: Barbara Chmielewska 


Our next working BEE will be on 
Sunday 20th October, 1996 from 10am 
onwards. We will be measuring out 


and planning the garden’s sand paths. 


The working bee on the 11th of August was the 
best attended so far. The many hands made it 
possible for us to complete the stage 1 area of 
the garden. Thanks to everyone who came to 


work. 


When at our first meeting John warned us 
about the amount of work involved and 
proposed that we should concentrate on 
completing stage 1 area only, the area looked 
so small to me that I thought he was too 
cautious. Now I do realise that John was very 
right and that it will take us another year or two 
to complete the garden. I am very happy with 
the results achieved so far. I hope that all the 
people who worked hard in the garden and all 
the members of the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club and the Senior Citizens Club are also 
pleased. Anthony’s garden trailer with the 
gardening equipment was very handy. Without 
it, the work would have been much harder. 
Tom’s enthusiasm also helped. His presence at 
all working bees was a great inspiration to all 
of us. 

Elaine and Francis advised us on the selection 
of plants and their distribution in the garden. 
Both of them are knowledgable about the 


indigenous plants of this region. 
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We are very grateful to the following people for 
donating plants for the garden: 

1. Anthony Sheean, 

Community Environmental Officer, City of 
Greater Bendigo 

2. Marylin Sprague, 

Bendigo’s Indigenous Nursery & Flower Farm 
3. Elaine Campbell and Ken Beazley, 

KBEC Seed Service 

4. Tony Fittocic, Sandhurst Nursery 


The following plants were planted in 
the No. 1 area of the garden: 


Acacia acinacea Gold Dust Wattle (4x) 
Acacia aspera Rough Wattle (4x) 
Acacia ausfeldii | Whipstick Cinnamon Wattle 
Acacia flexifolia Bent Leaf Wattle (3x) 
Acacia lanigera Woolly Wattle (3x) 
Acacia montana Mallee Wattle (2x) 
Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle (10x) 
Acacia williamsonii Whirrakee Wattle (2x) 


Allocasuarina muelleriana Slaty She Oak (2x) 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum 

Common Everlasting (2x) 
Danthonia aeniculata Kneed Wallaby Grass (12 
Einadia nutans Nodding Salt Bush (1x) 


Eriostemon verrucosus Bendigo Wax (2x) 
Goodenia varia Sticky Goodenia (6x) 
Grevillea alpina Cat’s Claw (5x) 
Isotoma axillaris Showy Isotome (6x) 
Olearia teretifolia | Cypress Daisy Bush (6x) 


Poa morrisii Velvet Tussock Grass (10x) 

Prostanthera aspalathoides Scarlet Mint Bush 
Stipa breviglumis Cane Spear Grass (20x) 
Stipa elegantissima Feather Spear Grass (15x) 
Tetratheca ciliata Pink Bells (6x) 
Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass (6x) 


Bendigo Wildflower Show 

This show which was put on by the Bendigo 
Native Plant Group and the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists ran on the weekend of the 7th and 
8th September. I thought it was fantastic. It 
was obvious that a lot of effort had gone into 
the presentation and the variety of plants on 
show was amazing. Congratulations to the 
organisers and my apologies that somehow it 
did not get into the Whirrakee in advance (ed). 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 1996 


GENERAL ACCOUNT - INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES , 
Membership 3595.00 Whirrakee Production 1745.35 
Subscription 120.00 Whirrakee Postage 450.00 
Supper 1225515 Auditor 80.00 
Sales 1260.00 Meeting Room Hire 320.00 
Donations 88.00 Stationery and Printing 108.60 
Interest 434.99 Hall and Library 967.85 
October Camp 2299.00 Items for Resale 1233.84 
Hire of Equipment 200.00 October Camp 1466.73 
Refunded Payment 47.50 Conservation Donations 750.00 
8167.24 Insurance 432.50 
Subscriptions 65.00 
Bank Charges 37.49 
Miscellaneous: 
; Nest Box Mapping 575.00 
Membership Refund 47.50 
Petty Cash 75.85 
Refunded Camp Fees 140.00 
Excursion Data Base 33.90 
P.O.Box Rental 40.00 
Gift to Speaker 10.00 
Deficit for Year 668.81 Garden Project 256.44 1178.69 
$8836.05 $8836.05 
Bank Balance at 1 August 1995 Bank Balance at 31 July 1996 
Cheque A/c 2989.90 Cheque A/c 2321.09 
Term Deposit 4622.95 Term Deposit 4622.95 
Term Deposit 1350.00 Term Deposit 1350 .00 
Term Deposit 3000.00 Term Deposit 3000.00 
Deficit for Year 668.81 
$11962,85 $11962.85 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of receipts 
and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts 
and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have taken place in 


the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club te Cota the financial 


year ended 31 July 1996. we 
e ht C.P.A. 


Auditor 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE XEAR ENDED oe JULY 1996 


icine eos ACCOUNT ~ INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES 
Sales: - Bank Charges 6.87 
Wildflowers of Bendigo 1372.00. 
Eucalypts of Bendigo 746.00 
Birds of Bendigo 968.00 
Orchids of Bendigo 2425.00 
Interest 426.31 
Postage 11.85 
Donation __14,40 | Surplus for Year 5956.69 
$5963.56 | $5963.56 
Bank Balance at 1 August 1995 Bank Balance at 31 July 1996 
Cheque A/c . 817.32 | Cheque A/c 1774.01 
Term Deposit 2755.17 | Term Deposit OFS Sialy, 
Term Deposit 3300.00 Term Deposit 3300.00 
Term Deposit 3500.00 | Term Deposit 3500.00 
10372.49 | Term Deposit 5000.00 
Surplus for Year 5956.69 
| $16329.18 $16329.18 
MEETING HALL ACCOUNT 
RECEIPTS | EXPENDITURES 
General A/c (Advance) - 500.00 “Rent 3 774.00 
Hirings 54,00 | Cleaning 220.00 
Miscellaneous 342.90 | Repairs (minor) 122.90 
Bank Interest 1.69 | Bank Charges 3.10 
1120.00 
, | surplus for Year 578.59 
$1698.59 | | $1698.59 
Bank Balance at 31 July 1996 
Cheque A/c $578.59 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of receipts 
and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts 
and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have taken place in 
the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field ‘Naturalists Club Inc. during the financial 
year ended 31 July 1996. Ree a Ta see 7 
D:D.Weight C.P.A 


Auditor 


i 


Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


October 9, 7:30pm 
David Milson will talk about Greening 
Australia and green corridors. 


November 13, 7.30pm 

Eric Wilkinson will talk about “Geology, 
landscape and vegetation of the Bendigo area’ 
(see article on page 7) 


Excursions 

The assembly point for excursions is outside 
the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 
Old High Street, Golden Square, unless 
otherwise specified. Full-day Excursions 
normally commence at 10am. 

Please check details (or any changes) in the 
Whirrakee for the month of the excursion. 


Sunday October 13 

This will be a trip to Crosbie Forest to look at 
orchids. Meet at Golden Square Senior 
Citizens Building at 1pm (see article on page 9) 
Leader: Tom Patullo 


First weekend in November (Nov | or 2) 

Tom Patullo is prepared to lead an excursion to 
the Whipstick to look at Duck Orchids if there 
is sufficient interest. Please contact Tom as 
soon as possible (ph. 479 008) if you want to 
participate. 


Sunday November 10 

A trip to Kamarooka State Park is planned to 

_ look for breeding birds and nests. Meet 
outside the Huntly Post Office at 9:30am. 

Leaders: Peter Allan and Anne Bridley 

Please phone Anne (49 3479) if attending. 


Sunday November 17 

A geological excursion will follow Eric 
Wilkinson’s Talk at the November General 
Meeting. There will be a charge to cover the 
cost of the bus (= $ 10) and people who are 


interested in attending have to express that 


interest by the 13th November. __ 
Lunch will be a b.y.o. picnic at Mt Franklin. 


mls 


for supper. 


Bird Observers Group 


October 4, 7:30pm 

Members Night. Members are invited to share 
their favourite birding experiences (slides, 
videos etc.) 

Bird of the Night: Fuscous Honeyeater. 


November 1, 7:30pm 

Peter Johnson (Bendigo Office of Conservation 
and Natural Resources) will give a talk about a 
Mallee Fowl Survey. 

Bird of the Night: White-fronted Chat 


December 6, 7:30pm 

Victor Hurley will speak about Peregrine 
Falcons 

Bird of the Night: Willie Wagtail 


Other Events 


October 20 

From 10am onwards. Working Bee of the 
Garden Development Group (see Article on 
page 12). 


October 18 - 20 

WENCA Campout, Glenelg River, Myaring 
Reserve, hosted by the Casterton Field 
Naturalists Club 

See page 14 of August Whirrakee for detailed 
program 


October 18 - 20 

Murrumbidgee Conference of Bird Observers 
Leeton and Griffith, hosted by the 
Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc. (see 
article on page 14 in July Whirrakee) 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 


‘supper supplies. 


